
    ST. ANNE’S C.E.(VC) PRIMARY SCHOOL     

MUSIC POLICY 

 ‘Together with God, Making Learning a Life Long Friend’ 

 

Aims and objectives 

 

Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for 

personal expression, and it can play an important part in the personal development of people. 

Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music 

enable children to better understand the world that they live in. Besides being a creative and 

enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and demanding subject. 

 

Teaching and learning style 

 

At St Anne’s C.E. Primary School, we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We 

encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to 

build up the confidence of all children. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when 

learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions. We teach them the disciplined 

skills of recognising pulse and pitch. We often teach these together. We also teach children to 

make music together, to understand musical notation, and to compose pieces. We recognise that 

in all classes, children have a wide range of musical ability, and so we seek to provide suitable 

learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the 

child. 

 

Additional music teaching 

 

Children are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers. 

Peripatetic music teaching is organised by the Local Education Authority's Music Service, and 

this school has chosen to participate in the programme. Parents who want their children to 

participate in the scheme must purchase or hire the instrument and pay the additional music 

lesson fees on a termly basis. These lessons are normally taught to small groups of children who 

have chosen to learn one of a variety of instruments, such as the guitar, violin, cello or flute. 

This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school, and usually takes place during 

normal lessons, from which children are withdrawn for the duration of the instrumental lesson. 

This can be subsidised by pupil premiums.  

 

Music in EYFS 

 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and 

creativity. Music is a daily part of the EYFS curriculum with opportunity to listen to music and 

access provided instruments. Children are encouraged to explore making sounds as well as 

being introduced to different musical styles and artists. We will give the children regular 

opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of 

media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is 

crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to 

communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are 



fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and 

observe. Early Years music development is supported with planning from Music Express. 

 

Music curriculum planning 

 

We carry out the curriculum planning in music in termly themes. Sometimes, the children study 

music topics in conjunction with other subjects, particularly at Key Stage 1. Through this 

programme of study, we teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National 

Curriculum. Children in Year 3, all take part in music lessons through the K2M project. The music 

curriculum is delivered to all children through the Charanga programme which has been selected 

to provide a structure with progression through the school that all staff can use with 

confidence, regardless of their own music knowledge or level of ability. The staff have the 

flexibility to choose to follow the Model Music Curriculum or original Charanga scheme as well as 

the flexibility to include specific instrumental lessons. 

 

The contribution of music to teaching in other curriculum areas 

 

English 

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the 

skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop their language skills through 

singing songs, with attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. They use reference books, 

and develop research skills, when finding out about the history of music and musicians. Music is 

also used to stimulate discussion or creative writing. Through working with others in a musical 

setting, children develop their ability to communicate ideas effectively. 

 

Mathematics 

The teaching of music contributes to children's mathematical understanding in a variety of 

ways. Children who study the structure of music are observing patterns and processes. Talent in 

music is often linked with talent in mathematics, as the rhythm and structure of music are 

mathematically based. 

 

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and 

citizenship. Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively with 

other people, and to build up good relationships. Music is the basis of many social activities, and 

has an important role to play in the personal development of many young people 

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Creating, performing or listening to music can sometimes be a moving and even spiritual 

experience. We encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on 

people's moods, senses and quality of life. 

 

Music and ICT 

Information and communication technology enhances the teaching of music, where appropriate, 

in all key stages. The children also have the ability to access a support package of music to 

complete at home through the YUMU programme and purple mash. This encourages the children 

to complete musical challenges at home. 

 

 

 



Music and inclusion 

 

At our school, we teach music to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. Music 

forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 

children. Through our music teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to 

make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational 

needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as 

an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.  

 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 

educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, 

teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some additional or 

different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. 

 

Intervention through the creation of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special 

educational needs may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to music. Charanga has a 

SEND support programme which can be accessed as needed. Should a specific need be 

identified through music, the support of the music co-ordinator and ENTRUST will be sought 

alongside the SENDCO. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. Teachers will assess 

children's work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them during lessons. On 

completion of a performance, the teacher gives oral or written feedback, as necessary, to 

inform future progress. The assessment process has recently been evaluated and a simplified 

focus given for each term. 

We introduced music notebooks in 2022 for years 4-6, which will be used as reference books 

for the children to record appraisals of different styles, performances, and create their own 

simple compositions. They will not be marked in detail. 

Floorbooks were introduced in EYFS – Year 2 in 2023 to develop evidence gathering. These have 

the knowledge organisers and are under consultation and development in 2024-25. Floorbooks 

were introduced in year 3 in 2024 to gather evidence of K2M lessons. 

 

Monitoring and review 

 

The coordination and planning of the music curriculum are the responsibility of the subject 

leader, who also: 

 supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current developments 

in music and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject; 

 gives the staff feedback about the strengths and weaknesses in music and indicates 

areas for further improvement; 

 uses specially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the children's 

work, and to observe music lessons across the school. 

 

 

This policy will be reviewed every year. 
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